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 Peer HelPer re-union
 On Saturday the 05 April 2014 the Campus Clinic hosted a re-union of the for-
mer Peer Helpers and the current Peer Helpers were invited. The main objective was to 
share experiences about the programme and how it has assisted the former Peer Help-
ers with their achievements beyond VUT. The VUT Alumni Office was also represented 
by Mr Comfort Madalane. The discussions included issues of creativity, management of 
challenges and how to overcome them, etc. The current Peer Helpers were encouraged to 
continue serving the community irrespective of those hurdles and to always remember 
their passion to serve.

orientation ends witH
teargas and

flaming tunes
The Alumni Relations and Centre 

for Academic Development (CAD) of 
the Vaal University of Technology (VUT)     

ended the orientation week in style on Fri-
day, 24 January 2014 at the VUT student resi-

dences.
The aim of the event was to ensure that the first year 
students were welcomed and introduced to the uni-
versity, particularly the facilities that they will be using 
in the institution. During the progression of the event, 
some first year students received gifts from the CAD 
department. Professor Irene Moutlana graced the 
event with her presence and said to the students “You 
are running a race, setting the pace and direction, and 
in the end, you have to race against yourself.”
Alumni Relations as part of the pre-Alumni pro-
gramme brought home our very own Alumni: Teargas, 
the renowned Township Hip Hop group who shook 
the crowd with their inspiring music and performance. 
The mandate to bring back our graduates, especially 
our success stories was vivid as the Teargas crew ac-
cepted the invitation to motivate and perform for the 
first years. The crew shared their individual personal 
experiences as students, of the music industry. ”You 
need to have an educational background and equip 
yourself with the right knowledge” said Mr Ntokozo 
Mdluli one of the Teargas members.
Teargas closed the orientation week by performing 
one of their best single (Mhlobo wami), that made the 
VUT first year students to feel a warm welcome to the 
institution. Teargas also shared their experience with 
the Vaal community as they had an interview with VUT 
FM 96.9 after their performance.

The members of Teargas with Peter Masombuka

Peer Helpers with Comfort Madelane

 remember wHere you come from
Millicent Seripe

Moeti Primary School is a public school in a small area of Huhudi, Vryburg in the North 
West Province. On Friday, 25 April 2014, the Vaal University of Technology (VUT) Alum-  

 ni Relations and part of the University’s management visited the school as part of “Dress a  
 child to school” campaign.

The purpose of the gathering was to give back to the community to support the mandate of the VUT Alum-
ni Relations. Mr Tshepo Bloom, Municipality Manager, of the Jo-Morolong District Municipality was the driving 
force behind this gathering as he wanted to give back to the needy learners of Moeti Primary School where he 
completed his primary education. 21 Learners were initially identified for this project however, the total number 
of 37 school shoes were handed out to learners who never had proper school shoes. The community members, 
School Governing Body (SGB), teachers and the parents of the learners were invited to witness the event. Parents 
were very grateful for this gesture by VUT Alumni Relations and accepted the gifts on behalf of their children. 

Mr Shadrack Mangcotywa; Vice Chairperson of SGB opened the ceremony with a prayer and Mr Peter Masombu-
ka, Alumni Coordinator did a sterling work as a programme director. The school Principal Ms Keamogetse Sharon 
Moeti welcomed everyone present and thanked them for availing themselves on this special day to support 
their children. Mr Bloom, Event coordinator, North West Alumni Chapter gave a brief background of his humble 
beginning as a learner at Moeti Lower Primary and how he progressed through to high school and eventually 
to VUT for further studies.  “I am who I am because of the good educational foundation and tertiary education 
obtained from VUT.  I am a proud VUT alumni because the knowledge I acquired has assisted me to grow in my 
profession” he said. He reiterated the fact that you have to know where you coming from so that you can know 
where you are going. 

Director, Marketing & Public Relations, 
Ms Kediemetse Mokotsi represented the 
Vice-Chancellor & Principal of VUT, Professor 
Irene Moutlana at the event. She thanked the 
school management for a warm welcome 
and explained the reason for the visit, which 
was to handover the donation of school 
shoes to needy leaners so that they can beat 
the cold winter temperatures, since every 
child has the right to education. “Thank you 
for accepting our donation and trust that it 
will put smiles on the faces of the learners so 
that they too, can look forward to coming to 
school” she said.



community engagement is Part of Vut’s Priority 
nontobeko Zondi

The Vaal University of Technology Alumni Relations in partnership with various student 
structures namely, Young People in Business Initiative (YPIBI), International Student 
Organisation (ISO), Peer helpers and Student Christian Organisation (SCO) took the ini-

tiative to visit Emfuleni Boys Shelter in Vanderbijlpark on Surterday17 May 2014. 

The community outreach is a way of showing the NGOs the support that the institution has to-
wards them and how important it is to engage with them. The aim of the event was to show the 

children living in the shelter love and care. This project was initiated by Mr Modercai Ndlovu student 
leader of  Young People in Business Initiatives (YPIBI) and it was made possible by VUT staff and stu-
dents. Students from VUT volunteered to assist the children with their homework and playing games 
and the Alumni Relations department facilitated the handing over of donations to the shelter.   

Ms Josphine Mpembe, house parent at the Emfuleni Boys Shelter showed gratitude and appreciation 
for the goodwill which shows that the institution cares about them. “It is encouraging to see young 
people doing something extra-ordinary for the community. May you continue doing great things” said 
Ms Josphine Mpembe.

Emfuleni Boys Shelter with Comfort Madelane

 Vut alumni want to ‘Pay back’
“I want to make an impact in the lives of others. That’s my mission.” So says Ms 
Yvone Liee, a Senior Water Quality Adviser (Customers), at Rand Water in Jo-

hannesburg who, as an alumni, wants to ‘pay back’ to the Vaal University of 
Technology (VUT).

 Ms Yvone Lee is a proud Vaal University Technology graduate who has been working at 
Rand Water for more than 10 Years. She joined VUT in 1995 as a Bio-Technology student and ever since, 
she couldn’t stop studying. After her Diploma she continued studying for her B-tech and Masters while 
working at Rand Water. She is currently enrolled for her D-Tech Biotechnology.
“I love and enjoy studying, I can’t stop studying” she said.

When she was doing her matric she always wanted to be a doctor but when she got to VUT she decided 
to study Bio-Technology because it is more broader, she thought that one won’t have a problem when 
it comes to finding a job. Beside her busy life, she also enjoys sports, swimming and going to the gym. 
She does interior decorating for family and friends in her spare time.
Ms Lee would love to help the VUT community because it has done so much for her. “I am the person I 
am because of VUT” she said. She went on to saying that, one can have a lot of money and not be happy, 
rather do what you love and enjoy and you will be happy.

Ms Yvone Liee
Senior Water Quality Advisor: Rand Water

 Passion- a driVing force
nontobeko Zondi

The Vaal University of Technology Alumni Relations, Young People In Business 
Initiatives (YPIBI) and the VUT Lapa Lounge held a business network session on  

 21 May 2014.

The main speaker was a VUT students, Mr Pule Joseph “Bobby” Segoe who is the Ambassador of the 
Royal Bafokeng Nation. He is currently studying towards a National Diploma in Public Relations. The 
initiative is aimed at shaping young business entrepreneurs as they are mentored and encouraged to 
pursue their dreams. Mr Segoe focused on areas such as branding yourself as a person, the rebirth of 
the business, the administration requirements of the business, the business approach and business 
disciplines. 
The young entrepreneurs who attended the event were given an opportunity to share their business 
ideas and Mr Segoe mentored and coached them on how make it a reality. Mr Segoe believes that 
“tough times never last but tough people do”. A token of appreciation was given to Mr Segoe from the 
Alumni Relations for availing himself in this great occasion.

Mr Pule Joseph “Bobby” Segoe mentoring the young
business entrepreneurs that came through to the event

 Vut gaVe me tHe foundation of my career
Mr Willy Jeffrey Morifi, Senior Accountant at Anglo American South Africa is a 
proud, Vaal University of Technology (VUT) Cost and Management Account-

ing graduate. 
 After competing his National Diploma in Cost and Management Accounting he 

worked at Phalaborwa mine as part of the bursary contract while he was doing his  
 second and third year. After a year he joined Excel Petroleum as an Accountant and later 
moved to Sasol for a better offer. With the experience gained he was recruited by Kimberley Clak in 
2006 and started his honors degree at the University of Johannesburg. From one company to the next 
he always applied principles that he learned at VUT. That prompted him to encourage his three brothers 
to study at VUT. He is delighted that they graduated and currently doing well in their respective fields. 

“VUT is a great institution, I am now a Senior Accountant at Anglo American” he said. 

Mr Willy Jeffrey Morifi
Senior Accountant: Anglo America South Africa



Ms Mphonyane Pule
Business Advisor: SASOL

“i am wHere i am because of my qualification tHrougH Vut”

Ms Mphonyane Pule; Business Advisor at Sasol (commercial division), studied national diploma: Marketing Part-
time at the Vaal University of technology. Her main responsibility is handling national accounts for Sasol.
“I did my internship at Sasol for a year and I was appointed as a temporary staff for a year and now I am permanent”. 
“I am where I am because of my qualification” she said.
VUT helped her to interact with people from other divisions of the country, Vaal and meet different people of 
this world.
 
What do you miss about Vaal Triangle Technikon that the Vaal University of Technology does not have?
•	 I	was	part	of	the	first	group	of	students	that	graduated	under	the	banner	of	the	Vaal	University	of	Technolo-	
 gy but it was still the Vaal Triangle Technikon. 
•	 I	see	the	registration	part	has	not	changed,	there	has	to	be	a	way	of	doing	the	registrations	on-line,	just	to		
 speed-up and shorten the registration process.
Do you think as a graduate of VUT it is important for you to come back to VUT and why?
•	 I	would	like	to	do	my	B-tech.
•	 This	is	because	you	know	the	area	and	the	culture.
In terms of your contribution to VUT through alumni activities, what would you like to see as a value add by our 
alumni to the institution?
•	 VUT	needs	to	bring	back	a	process	of	career	guidance	and	orientation	to	schools	because	they	encourage		
 and motivate the learners. Start a bit earlier (from grade10) to invite students to motivate them on how to  
 qualify to register at the university. We need to channel our learners minds and groom them through role  
 modelling.
•	 I	would	volunteer	my	services	as	a	graduate	of	VUT	to	speak	to	learners.	
Do you think VUT is well recognized by the industry?
•	 Companies	like	Sasol	recognise	and	values	the	contribution	of	VUT	to	the	higher	education	and	training		
 and economic development of the country.
What do you think of Alumni?
•	 Alumni	Relations	is	a	platform	where	former	students	can	meet	and	reflect	on	their	educational	journey			
 and discuss projects that would benefit the institution and its community. I am willing to promote it.

mintirHo ya VulaVula
Tshepo Sechele, a proud VUT alumnus from Bophelong, who is now better 
known in the media and his community as the budget tip star as a result of the 
letter he wrote to the Minister of Finance, Mr Pravin Gordhan with regard to 
the budget speech 2013/14.

His impressive ideas resulted in him meeting and shaking hands with the Min-
ister of Finance and President Jacob Zuma which is a milestone for any citizen 
of South Africa.

The CEO of Eduloan, Ms Totsie Memela-Khambule and VUTs Vice-Chancellor 
and principal, Prof Moutlana, handed over a brand new laptop to him in appre-
ciation of the good that he did for VUT and the country.

COnTACT US

Physical address
Alumni Relations
Block A 001
Vaal University of Technology
Andries Potgieter Boulevard
Vanderbijlpark
1900

Postal address
Alumni Relations
Block A 001
Vaal University of Technology
Private Bag X021
Vanderbijlpark
1900

For alumni initiatives and activities,
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VUT and Edu-loan delegates handing over the 
laptop to Tsepo Sechele


